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Henry Wheaton, the distinguished authority on international law, spoke when he wrote: "May our happy union not be torn asunder, even before we have gathered its best fruits in the successful cultivation of science and letters, under the shadow of its protecting wings; and before we have produced any works of art or genius to command the admiration and envy of posterity, and worthy of that glorious liberty, the choicest of the many blessings which Providence has showered upon us!"15 In spite of the Compromise of 1850, disunion remained a dark and threatening shadow. Nationalism, in the sense of both confidence in the strength of the federal government and devotion to the nation as a whole, remained a partial reality, a hope, and an aspiration.
15 Henry Wheaton, An Address pronounced <& tfie opening of the New York Athenaeum (New York, 1824), 22.